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' disgusted' and ' exasperated that their case was not fully understood
by the League'; and proclaimed the unanimity of the Japanese
nation, in support of the Japanese troops' action in Manchuria on
and after the 18th September, 1931, in language which might have
issued from the mouth of some official spokesman of Germany at any
date between the German invasion of Belgium and the Armistice of
the llth November, 1918.
In this connexion, will you allow me to suggest to you that, if there
were no good reason, it would be inexplicable that the whole nation
should stand by the actions of the officers ? There was not one dissenting
voice throughout the land. There are sixty-five million Japanese of pure
blood, and they all stood up as one man. Do you suppose that they all
went mad ? Do you suppose that they were all insane ? It is a pretty
hard thing to make sixty-five million people insane, and I trust that our
delegation here are not regarded by you yet as insane. Does not com-
mon sense suggest to you that there must have been a very serious
reason ? Can you not at least suspect—unless you presume that «^e all
went mad—that there must have been some good reason for the sixty-
five million people to unite as one man in backing up these actions ?
The reason is plain and simple. Our nation regards the issue connected
with Manchuria as involving the very existence of Japan; she looks upon
it as a question of life and death.
I owe it to candour to state—though it may shock some of you—that
the irresponsible and misguided voices which were raised in the autumn
of last year and the spring of this year in Geneva scared some of our
.people so much that they made up their minds to confront even the
severest sanction under the Covenant—that is to say, economic boycott.
They were ready to face it if need be, and I tell you, gentlemen,. .. that
even to-day our nation is prepared to undergo it. And why ? Because
they believe that it is a question of now or never.
This intransigent tone, which was so loudly audible in Mr. Matsuoka's
concluding speech, was probably elicited by a realization, on his part,
that the Assembly was not inclined to take a line which would be
acceptable to the Japanese Government. Sir John Simon himself had
not only given warm praise to the Lytton Report; he had gone the
length of practically committing himself to the proposition that the
report should be taken as a basis for the Assembly's action,1 while
on the other hand, in taking up the Japanese demand for bilateral
Sino-Japanese negotiations, he had not gone so far as to advocate the
initiation of such negotiations without any participation on the part
of the League. Moreover, Monsieur Paul-Boncour, on the 7th, had
gone farther, not only than Sir John Simon, but also than Monsieur
1 'We must have a basis, and I can see no basis except that which this
report provides.'—Sir John Simon in his speech in the Assembly on the
7th December, 1933,

